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A lot of water has gone under the
bridge since the Algonquins took the
rocky island they called Manhattan and
unloaded it on Peter Minuit at a
special discount price. For forty years
the Dutch called it New Amsterdam.
Then the British took it from them and
called it New York. Since then this
same rocky old island has been called
a lot of things by a lot of people.
The city that Washington Irving
referred to as "the renowned and
ancient city of Gotham" drew less
eloquent appraisal from Ralph Waldo
Emerson, who dryly stated that "New
York is a sucked orange." In one of
the kinder physical allusions to the
city, Christopher Morley called New
York "the nation's thyroid g l a n d "
And although O. Henry sometimes
referred to his favorite city as
"noiseyville-on-the-subway," he could
also wax romantic about it with
phrasing like: "Far below and around
lay the city like a ragged purple
dream, the wonderful, cruel,
enchanting, bewildering
fatal, great city.'
Hiding somewhere within this broad
spectrum of feeling must be the
initial reaction of a typical H&S
accountant upon hearing that he has
been asked to transfer to New York.
Each year the Executive Office invites
a number of principals and senior
accountants to New York so that they

can advance in their profession by
engaging in more specialized work than
they would encounter in a practice
office. Usually this service in the
Executive Office will be limited to
two or three years, during which time
the transferee may work with the
research department, computer
auditing group, auditing procedures
group, practice furtherance group, the
tax department, the SEC department,
or the professional education and
development section. Certainly, from a
career standpoint, the advantages of
making such a move are many
In some cases, the accountants coming
to New York have requested transfer to
the Executive Office and have been
looking forward to the many cultural
and recreational activities to be
enjoyed in the city and surrounding
area. On the other hand, there are
those who have been adversely
conditioned by newspaper and TV
accounts of such problems as drugs,
crime and air pollution, or by
pessimistic predictions by friends.
For these people, the thought of moving
to the New York area might evoke a
smattering of colorful expletives.
But whatever the initial response to
the invitation or however distorted the
image of the city may be, the record
shows that most of the people
transferring to EO agree that once the
move is made and the family has

weathered a few months in the new
environment, things seem to work out
pretty well. In fact, most are soon
enjoying the new surroundings and
new friends.
Predictably enough, the most c o m m o n
complaints of H&S people moving into
the New York area are about the high
cost of living and that pet peeve of
native and newcomer alike, commuting
and public transportation.
Housing is scarce and costly in the
city and in many of the closer suburban
communities. A number of accountants
who have transferred to the New York
area in the past year or so said that
they had heard beforehand that
apartments and homes were expensive
but they were surprised to find out
just how expensive. Senior Dave
Goldman, formerly of Los Angeles, says
that a house in the San Fernando
Valley, a very popular middle class
residential area, would be $4,000 to
$5,000 less than a comparable house in
thesuburban areaaround New York City.
Perhaps even more startling to recent
arrivals was the price of a Manhattan
apartment, in many cases at least $200
a month more than they had been paying
and often twice the going
rate in other cities.
But while the high cost of living in
the New York area might have come as
a shock, the Firm recognizes
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these differentials and makes
equitable adjustments.
Not many of the newly transferred H&S
people elect to live right in
Manhattan, but there are always some
w h o seem to enjoy total involvement in
the singular pleasures and frustrations
that make New York City the unique
place that it is. For instance,
principal Dave Powell w h o brought his
wife, D o r o t h y - p l u s two little girls.
Jane and Laura, and a large German
Shepherd - f r o m a house in Honolulu
to a high-rise apartment
on East 71st Street.
Dave and Dorothy Powell have been
living in the city for well over a year
now. When we moved here," says Dave,
"we agreed that if we were only going
to stay for two or three years, we
wanted to live in Manhattan. \Ne knew
if we lived in the suburbs we wouldn't
take advantage of the many things
a big city has to offer."
Dave's approach to apartment hunting
was that of a practical and concerned
father of two daughters, ten and eight
years old. He visited three elementary
schools, talked to the principals,
c o m p a r e d notes and decided which
would be best tor the girls. Then,
confining his search to the chosen
district, he found a cooperative apartment
[which he rents f r o m the owner) through
the combined efforts of real estate

brokers, The New York Times and "just
plain walking the streets."
As Dave explains it, his system seems
to have worked out pretty well for the
girts, "I think the public school they
are going to is outstanding.
Scholastically, the schools are as
g o o d or better than those in Honolulu,
which are considered good. There is
m u c h m o r e h o m e w o r k here, but they
still like it. Another big plus," says Dave,
"is that we d o many m o r e things as a
family here in the city, We live only
about a h u n d r e d feet f r o m Central Park
and there is a fantastic number of
things the children can do free there,
like listening to storytelling at the
Hans Christian Andersen Statue, sailing
boats, s w i m m i n g and bicycling. There's
s o m e of the best sledding I've ever
seen there in the winter (Dave grew up
in Toledo, Ohio) and we've been ice
skating many times at the Wollman Rink."

attitude and enthusiasm, " I ' m sure if
I had been negative about c o m i n g to
New York," says Dave, "it would have
influenced m y feelings now."
Naturally, not all the newcomers w h o
choose to live in the city are as
enthusiastic as Dave Powell, but most
of the people transferring into the
area for a limited stay agree that
they found it no trouble to adapt
to the pace, the subways, and the
often impersonal attitude of New
Yorkers - if only for the fact that
they can adopt a short timer's attitude.

The Powell family has also enjoyed
trips to the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the M u s e u m of Natural History, the
Museum of M o d e r n Art and Lincoln
Center. And aside f r o m the family trips,
Dave and Dorothy have been to the
Metropolitan Opera on several occasions
and have seen at least a dozen plays.

Since most young accountants
transferring to the Executive Office
are family men looking for trees and
grass and open space for their children,
they tend to settle in the suburban
areas surrounding the city. And
because newcomers usually seek
housing advice f r o m their colleagues in
the Executive Office or the New York
practice office, they are often
referred to real estate agents in
communities already well sprinkled with
H&S people. As a result of this chain
reaction, the Summit-Berkeley HeightsNew Providence area in northern New
Jersey has a heavy concentration
of EO people,

It seems that Dave Powell's approach
to making the most of New York City
and coping with the special problems
any city has today is a matter of

While it may be argued that moving
f r o m a suburb somewhere else in the
country to a suburb of New York City
hardly represents a radical change in

life styles, the Firm's transplanted
suburbanites do notice many differences.
Senior accountant Edwin Miller of the
research department moved to
Berkeley Heights from Seattle because
he was referred to that area by principal
D. Michael Jones of the SEC department,
who transferred east from the same
city Ed's wife, Alice, is a former
Philadelphia girl who doesn't like the
East Coast. Ed says the climate is one
of the big differences he and his
family have noticed most. "Seattle,'
says Ed, doesn't have the humidity
the East Coast has and we didn't have
the extremes in temperature in
the winter and summer."
Ed also misses the hunting and fishing
he used to enjoy in the Seattle area.
Because of the New Jersey gun laws, he
hasn't done any hunting since moving
east. He has been fishing a couple of
times but didn't catch anything worthwhile!'
Aside f r o m the climate and the
temporary sublimation of his field and
stream activities, Ed and his family
like the area very much. "The suburbs
are much the same as Seattle, except
that the lots are bigger here," says
Ed, and there are good recreational
facilities n e a r b y - s w i m m i n g , tennis,
playgrounds, skating r i n k s - a n d there
are recreational activities scheduled
throughout the year."

The Millers and their three children,
Greg (nine), Cindy (seven) and Susan
(almost two) also enjoy weekend driving
t r i p s - north to the Lake George area
and south to Philadelphia and
Washington, D.C. - a n d camping in the
Adirondack Mountains.
"All in all," says Ed, "coming to New York
hasn't been that bad If I had known
when I was asked to transfer, what I
know now about the city, I would still
have said yes—without hesitation.
I guess it's living where we do that makes
the big difference. As for the city itselfwell, it isn't the best place I've been,
but I've learned to put up with it. It is
different. I'll say that for it."
New principal Dennis Fox, who
transferred from his hometown,
Rochester, in upstate New York, about
a year and a half ago, says he likes
the climate, particularly the milder
winters, after years of driving in the
frequent and lingering snows up north
Like most transferees. Dennis is a
family man with young children and
he faced the usual problems and
anxieties that always seem to be part
of a move.
Coming from an apartment to their
first house, Dennis and Ann Fox were
confronted by that moving nightmare
known as the "split load." which meant

...to New York!

Boston, where they met in college.
They moved south with their five
children in 1968 and settled in
Berkeley Heights. Of all the people who
have transferred to the Executive
Office, you would be hard pressed to
find one more enthusiastic about
suburban life"...The neighborhood is
just great. the public schools are
excellent.. " o r more candid about the
city"... New York is a dirty, crowded
city It has a reputation as being a
difficult city to transfer to. We've
come here and we've been very happy."
that some of the furniture moved to
Upper Montclair, New Jersey when they
did and the rest took over a
month to get there.
"We didn't have a crib for the baby...
or a kitchen table... or a dining room
table," Dennis remembers. "We would
certainly do it differently next time."
Once they got settled, however,
Dennis, Ann and the children, Dennis
Robert (five), Patrick (four) and Mary
(three), found that they liked the
neighborhood and the people around
them "It's pretty much of a transfer
area," says Dennis "The people next
door are moving away, and we just
found out that our new neighbors are
coming down from Rochester."

As far as adjusting to life in a new
community is concerned, Ron has a
ready answer. T h e trick to adjusting to
any move is to get involved. Find
something you enjoy and get in it,
help out. meet people." One of the
things the Baldwin family got involved
in is scouting. Ron as a cub master
and now a Scout master and Carolyn a
Girl Scout leader. In addition. Ron
was a coach in the local PAL baseball
league. Part of his vacation each year
is spent at the Boy Scouts' Wilderness
Camp in the Adirondacks. Ron and
Carolyn Baldwin also enjoy packing up
their three tents, daughters Dianne and
Joyce, and sons Ronald, Jr., James and
John, and heading for favorite campsites
such as Valley Forge National Park in
Pennsylvania. After that, the Baldwins
might be found white-water canoeing on
the Delaware River.

Aside from his commuting to work,
which Dennis describes as"... highly
While Ron Baldwin and his family have
specialized here, completely
made themselves very much at home in
different from what I had been doing,
Dennis and Ann Fox come into Manhattan the rolling, wooded hills of New
Jersey ("... some of the trees are 80 feet
only when friends come to visit from
tall, we're two miles from a huge
upstate. "We thought in the beginning
swimming pool.. .and we've made a lot of
that we would be coming into the city
fine f r i e n d s . . . , many of the people
a lot more -for dinner or a s h o w transferring to the EO didn't check
but there are numerous very nice
out the other suburban areas
restaurants right near h o m e "
surrounding the city—each with its
own special attributes-where H&S
This feeling of detachment from the
people working in the New York office
city proper is a c o m m o n characteristic
are well represented.
of the families of H&S people. My family
rarely comes into New York City," says
new partner Ron Baldwin, and we hardly
think of ourselves as living in the
New York City area."
Ron and Carolyn Baldwin are from

For those who prefer cool sea breezes,
white sand beaches, boating and water
sports, all within the hour to hour and
a half commuting time range, there is
the Atlantic Highlands area of New

Jersey, Staten Island, and the south
shore of Long Island. If sailing is
your bag, or you think you might like
to give it a try, Long Island Sound is
the summertime mecca of sailing buffs
from Connecticut and Long Islands
north shore, with Great South Bay the
favorite with south shore sailors.
If you think you'd like to fish for
something really worth bragging about.
New Jersey and Long Island ports offer
tuna, striped bass, bluefish, bonito,
albacore and a dozen species of shark,
all within a few hours' boat ride.
For the more adventurous. Long Island
fishing clubs sponsor mako and
marlin tournaments.
As for climate, the shore areas are
famous for cooling onshore breezes
which begin around mid-day in the
summer months, and, because of the
proximity to the water, winter
temperatures that are milder than
most inland areas.
No matter what your preference in
life style, the New York City area
certainly offers its share of options
toanyone moving in. For those who don't
like cities, sanctuary is barely more
than an hour away. For those who like
the pace, the glamour, the action, the
cultural attractions, here it is, with
its rushing, impersonal people,
hot subways and winter
slush thrown in free.
As O. Henry said, "What else can you
expect from a town that's shut off
from the world by the ocean on one
side and New Jersey on the other?'
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